
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

for September 3, 2003 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.: Comprehensive Plan Conformance #03008 

PROPOSAL:   To declare the former Union Pacific right-of-way between 30th and 33rd

Streets as surplus.

LOCATION: Between 30th and 33rd Streets north of Peter Pan Park.

LAND AREA: 1.5 acres, more or less.

CONCLUSION: In conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.  The area is not
necessary for any City department.

RECOMMENDATION: In conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 1 Koser Sub and/or the former MoPac right of way north of
said Lot 1 between 30th and 33rd Streets, approximately.

EXISTING ZONING: I-1, Industrial.

EXISTING LAND USE: Undeveloped, used as private alley.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:
North: Industrial and residential I-1, Industrial, R-2, Residential
South: Warehouses, Peter Pan Park I-1, P, Public
East: Industrial and residential I-1, R-2
West: Residential R-2

HISTORY:  
2003 City of Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department internal review reveals that the land
is surplus to their needs and pursues a declaration of surplus property finding of
conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.  

June 8, 2001 City of Lincoln acquires property and plans to use the land for the MoPac trail.

1993 City of Lincoln builds the MoPac trail south of the abandoned railroad right of way.
September 23, 1997 Union Pacific Railroad Company filed for abandonment for use of a
trail.
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The zoning was updated to I-1, Industrial during the 1979 zoning update.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:   The Comprehensive Plan indicates a
current trail in the general area (F-95).  (This represents the existing MoPac trail just to the
south of this site.)

ANALYSIS:
1. This is an application to declare a 50' wide strip of land that lies between two strips

of privately zoned industrial land approximately 140' north of the north edge of Peter
Pan Park of city owned property near Peter Pan Park as surplus.

2. The Parks and Recreation Department acquired the property after the railroad was
abandoned.  The land purchase was part of a larger purchase from 18th Street to
33rd Street.  The MoPac Trail was constructed to the south of this right-of-way on the
north edge of Peter Pan Park, but the City had to purchase the right of way adjacent
to the trail because it was part of the larger package from the railroad, knowing they
would never use it for the MoPac Trail.  A potential purchaser approached the Parks
and Recreation Department and asked them to survey their property needs to
determine whether or not this property was needed.  The Parks and Recreation
Department determined the land is surplus to their needs.

3. The potential purchaser would like to redevelop the city owned land along with the
abutting land to the south for residential use, with lots backing up to the north edge
of the city park.

4. The Parks and Recreation Department Advisory Board supports the request to
declare this property surplus.  

5. A meeting of the City Department Directors indicated that other departments do not
need the land.
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